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Teacher Honored

Mrs. Barbara Nealon, science teacher at Southern Middle

School, is a recipient of the 2005-06 “Outstanding

Teacher Award” sponsored by the Shippensburg

University School Study Council.  She was nominated by

the Southern York County School District administrative

team based on her overall teaching power and dedication

to student success.  She was also named a Shippensburg

University Guest Lecturer, a recognition which gives her

the opportunity to teach at least one class to

Shippensburg University students during the school

year.

In addition, Mrs. Nealon is one of three finalists in

Pennsylvania to compete among educators throughout

the United States for the Presidential Award for Excel-

lence in Science Education.  She was selected as a finalist

based on a videotape of one of her science lessons,

along with a paper she wrote on the philosophy of

teaching science.  Mrs. Nealon will be recognized as a

state finalist in December at the Pennsylvania Science

Teachers Association banquet.  The recipient of this

national award will be announced later in the year.

Mrs. Nealon has been teaching in the traditional class-

room for 17 years, and this is her seventh year at South-

ern Middle School.  She has also

taught in outdoor education.

LetterGrade

Training

LetterGrade is an electronic grade

book that allows parents of students

in grades 7-12 to view their child’s

current grades, assignments, and

attendance record.  LetterGrade is

accessed through the Internet, using

a password, which ensures confi-

dentiality.  Participants should have

a basic knowledge of Internet

Explorer and e-mail.  Those who

need help learning the Internet and

e-mail functions may contact the

Shrewsbury library, which offers

training in this area.

Prior to using the LetterGrade

system, parents must complete a

one-hour training session through

the School District.  There is no cost

for training.  Classes are generally

available on various weeknights.

Classes will begin on time, so

participants should arrive early so

they don’t miss any information.  In

addition, parents must present a

photo ID when they come to class,

again a security measure to keep

unauthorized persons from looking

at another student’s records.

Parents can schedule a training class

by calling the School District

weekdays between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.

As classes fill up for each week,

additional classes will become

available for succeeding weeks.  We

have four phone lines open to

receive calls to schedule classes:

235-4811, ext. 7378, ext. 3272, ext.

4284, or ext. 4243.

Parents who previously attended a

training class should continue using

their existing user name and pass-

word.
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BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS

Dr. James H. Joy ................................ President

Mary Anne Winkelman ................. Vice President

Bruce Bauman ...................................... Treasurer

Dale R. Keagy ............. Secretary (Non-Member)

Judi Fisher .............................................. Member

Erek Gass ............................................... Member

Gerri Groncki ........................................... Member

Dianne Masimore .................................... Member

Robert Schefter ...................................... Member

Lisa Veltri ................................................ Member

Sarah Miller .................... Student Representative

ADMINISTRATION

Dr. Thomas R. Hensley ............... Superintendent

Julie K. Szymaszek ........... Asst. Superintendent

Dale R. Keagy ................Business Administrator

BOARD MEETINGS

The Southern York County School District Board of
Education holds meetings on the first and third
Thursdays of each month, with modified sched-
ules in July, August, and December.  Unless other-
wise noted, meetings are held at 7 p.m. in Confer-
ence Room C of the District Administration Build-
ing.  Meetings are also televised live via Adelphia’s
Cable TV Channel 99.

CONTACTING THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

(717) 235-4811
Friendship Elementary .......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ........................ Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ......................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ................ Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance .................... Ext. 4243
Transportation ....................................... Ext. 7350
Tax Office ............................................. Ext. 7300

MISSION STATEMENT

The Southern York County School District, through
a cooperative effort with the family and commu-
nity, will provide a quality learning environment
that promotes character, fosters responsibility, and
challenges students to achieve their potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *

The Southern York County School District is an
equal opportunity educational institution and will
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of
its activities, programs, employment policies or
practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1974, Title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972, or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act of
1990. Employees and participants who have an
inquiry or complaint of harassment or discrimina-
tion, or who need information about accommoda-
tions for persons with disabilities, should contact
the Office of the Assistant Superintendent of
Schools, Southern York County School District,
P.O. Box 128, Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call
(717) 235-4811.

* * *

PUBLICATION

The Southern Way is published four times a year--
September/October, January, April, and May/June
through the Publications and Public Information of-
fice of our District. Comments or questions should
be referred to Diane Fishel (phone: 235-4811, ex-
tension 7231);  (e-mail LDF@mail.syc.k12.pa.us)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.syc.k12.pa.us

New Bus Drivers

Dottie Basta Julie Childs

Noel PierceStephanie Martin

District Institutes

Network Area

Storage System

Remember trying to find that old

floppy diskette without the metal

clip, or that scratched CD, or that

misplaced thumb drive so you could

transfer computer files from school

to home?  No longer should you

have to deal with the frustration of

trying to locate these items some-

where in that cold, dark region at the

bottom of your bookbag.

With the start of the new school

year, the Southern York County

School District has instituted a

Network Area Storage (NAS) system

for students and staff of Southern

Middle School and Susquehannock

High School.  NAS allows students

to save files to a personalized and

secured folder on a server hosted by

the District.  Each student has his/

her own folder, which only he/she is

able to access for file storage and

retrieval.  Teachers are able to view

the contents of students’ folders but

cannot add or delete items within the

folder.

NAS also allows students to work

on files while at home, provided they

have Internet access and their home

computer meets certain minimal

requirements.

Article Submitted by Mark Rill

Network Systems Specialist

Southern York County School District

American

Education Week

The Southern York County School

District will observe American

Education Week November 14

through 18.  Each school welcomes

visitors on Monday and Tuesday,

November 14 and 15.  Secondary

schools are open for visitors from 8

a.m. to 2 p.m., and elementary

centers are open for visitors from 9

a.m. until 2 p.m.

Emergency

School

Closings

School cancellations, delays in

opening, and early dismissals due to

inclement weather will be announced

as early as such decisions can be

made.  Residents of the Southern

York County School District may

refer to the following sources to

determine the status of school

delays or closings:

• School District Recorded

Message (235-4811)

• Cable TV-Channel 99

• Local Radio Stations

• Local Television Stations

• www.cancellations.com

Modified Kindergarten

If modified kindergarten is an-

nounced, morning kindergarten will

begin two hours later than normal

and will dismiss one hour later than

on a normal day.  Afternoon kinder-

garten will begin one hour later than

normal and will dismiss with grades 1

to 6 at 3:30 p.m.
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School Athletic Clothing

A variety of logo athletic wear is available for purchase through the Susquehannock High School Varsity Club.  You may buy

items at the Susquehannock High School store (in the gym lobby) from 7:10 to 7:40 a.m. or 2:45 to 3:15 p.m. on days when school

is in session.  You may also purchase items at athletic events held on our school’s campus.  We accept cash or checks made

payable to SHS Varsity Club.  See Chuck Abbott, Athletic Director, for more details (email cha@mail.syc.k12.pa.us).

Hats
Adjustable - $10 Each

Red, Red & White, or Tan

Ear Warmers
$8

Red or Black

Collared Shirt
$15 - S, M, L, XL

White with Red Collar/Black Trim
Ultra Cotton

T-Shirt- Short Sleeved
$8 - S, M, L, XL

Black

T-Shirt - Long Sleeved
$12 - S, M, L, XL

Black

Hooded Sweatshirt
$20 - S, M, L, XL

Lightweight
Gray or Black

Sweatshirt - Heavyweight
$25 - S, M, L, XL
Hooded or Crew

Gray or Black

Collared Shirt
$15 - S, M, L, XL

Red

Nike Backpack
$15 - Red with Black Trim
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Administration
Brenna Detwiler, School Psycholo-

gist

Southern Elementary
Sara Wisner, Grade 6

Shrewsbury Elementary
Jennifer Bentley, Primary PDD

Mary Messner, Grade 3

Tami Turchich, Emotional Support

Linda Winters, Instructional Asst.

Southern Middle School
Jim Dobrick, Math

Andy Warren, Social Studies

Donette Yeilding, Family and

Consumer Sciences

Susquehannock High
Wade Bowers, Art

Karissa Brown, Math

Yvette Brown, Math

Tammy Fontana, Emotional

Support

Kevin Lawrence, Social Studies

Ryan Leiphart, Math

Kimberly Pearce, Social Studies

Heather Schoemaker, Social

Studies

Kori Spedding, Math

Jan Zinn, Biology
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Kevin Lawrence Jan ZinnRyan Leiphart

Andy Warren

Kimberly Pearce Heather Schoemaker Kori Spedding

Donette Yeilding Wade Bowers Tammy FontanaYvette BrownKarissa Brown

Mary Messner

Brenna Detwiler Jennifer BentleySara Wisner

Jim DobrickLinda WintersTami Turchich

New Professional

 and

Support Staff
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What is AYP?

 Through the “No Child Left Behind Act,” the government

has established guidelines called Adequate Yearly Progress

(AYP), which measures student achievement based on the

percentage of those students who score advanced or

proficient in math and reading on a yearly standardized test

(Pennsylvania uses the PSSA test.)  The AYP targets rise

throughout the years, with the expectation that by 2014 all

students will score advanced or proficient on the standard-

ized test.  The graph below shows the progression of the

AYP through 2014 and Southern’s proficiency level from

2002 to 2005.  As you can see, Southern students have

exceeded AYP expectations by a good margin.

Math and Reading Test Scores on the Rise

There are many ways to evaluate our students’ performance, the most meaningful and important way being their success upon

graduation and entry into adult life.  The evaluation methods that you most often see and hear in the news media are the stan-

dardized tests.  The Pennsylvania System of State Assessment (PSSA) is one such standardized test, which is used statewide to

comply with the Federal “No Child Left Behind Act.”  The PSSA rates students on four proficiency levels:  Advanced, Proficient,

Basic, or Below Basic.  The government mandates that by the year 2014, all students should be scoring Advanced or Proficient

on these tests.  The graphs below show how Southern York County School District students have performed the past four years.

Grade 3 proficiency level is not reported in a graph since Spring 2005 was the first year that proficiency levels were reported for

that grade.  However, grade 3 students performed extremely well, as 85% scored advanced or proficient in math, and 80% scored

advanced or proficient in reading.

AYP Targets
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It is the responsibility of the

Pennsylvania Department of

Education to ensure that all children

with disabilities residing in the

Commonwealth, regardless of the

severity of their disability, and who

are in need of special education and

related services, are identified,

located, and evaluated.  This

responsibility is required by a federal

law called the Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

and Pennsylvania Chapter 14 Special

Education Regulations.

A full range of special education

services are provided by the

Southern York County School

District.  Programs provided directly

by the District include those for

students who have a specific

learning disability, emotional

disturbance, mental retardation,

speech or language impairment, a

hearing impairment, autism, traumatic

brain injury or other health impair-

ment.  Services are also provided for

students who are mentally gifted.

Additional services are provided to

Southern students through contract

with the Lincoln Intermediate Unit

#12.  These services address the

needs of early childhood, visually

impaired, and severely impaired or

multihandicapped students.  Occu-

pational and physical therapy

services are also provided to

students who qualify.

Efforts to identify special needs

students in Southern schools are

varied.  Preschool students between

age 3 and 5 are identified through

services provided by the District by

the Lincloln Intermediate Unit #12.

Kindergarten students are screened

for hearing and vision at the time of

registration at Southern York.

Registration is scheduled by

appointment, and the dates are listed

in the district calendar.  Kindergarten

registration is scheduled for April 5,

6, and 7, 2006.  Screening is also

conducted for all kindergarten

students in early September each

year to identify students who are

possibly at risk in a variety of areas,

including speech and language.

New resident students are also

screened for special needs at the

building level through a review of

school records and parent/student

interviews at the time of enrollment.

If a parent wishes to request a

multidisciplinary evaluation, the

school district asks the parent to

provide the child’s building principal

written permission for the evaluation

to begin.  Any parent who requests a

multidisciplinary evaluation of a

resident child not attending South-

ern schools should send the written

request to the Supervisor of Special

Education.

A multidisciplinary evaluation must

be conducted in accordance with

specific timelines and follow

protection-in-evaluation procedures.

The evaluation is conducted by a

multidisciplinary evaluation team,

which includes at least the parents, a

certified school psychologist,

teachers, and others who have

worked with the child and can

contribute relevant information.  The

evaluation results are summarized in

a report of findings, with conclu-

sions and recommendations called

an Evaluation Report.  Parents also

have the right to obtain an indepen-

dent educational evaluation.

Southern will provide, upon request,

information about where an indepen-

dent evaluation may be obtained.

Under certain circumstances, such

an evaluation may be obtained at

public expense.

The determination of whether or not

a student has a disability and may be

in need of special education services

is made by the Evaluation Team.  A

single test or procedure cannot be

the sole factor in determining that a

child has a disability.  The IEP Team

must consist of at least a district

representative, the student’s teacher,

and the parents.  The IEP team

develops a written education plan

called an Individual Education Plan

based on the results of the evalua-

tion.  Placement must be made in the

least restrictive environment in

which the student’s needs can be

met with special education and

related services.  All students with

disabilities must be educated to the

maximum extent appropriate with

Annual Public Notice of Special Education Services and Programs

children who are not disabled.

Southern York County School

District protects the confidentiality

of personally identifiable information

regarding screening, referral,

evaluation, storage, disclosure, and

destruction of information for all

students screened for or enrolled as

an exceptional student in accordance

with the Family Educational Rights

and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA)

and other applicable federal and

state laws.  Southern York Board of

Education Policies #216 and 216.1

provide further information regard-

ing confidentiality of student

records.

The rights of parents are protected

by procedural safeguards.  These

safeguards include parental consent

for evaluations, re-evaluations,

release of information, and place-

ment of a child with a disability in a

special education placement.

Safeguards also include notification

to parents, and the right to

preconference meetings, mediation,

or impartial due process hearings.  A

full explanation of procedural

safeguards is contained in the

“Procedural Safeguards Notice,”

which is available upon request by

calling the Special Education Office

at 235-4811.

All communications regarding

special education services are

provided in English or, if necessary,

in other languages solely used by

parents.  If a person does not

understand any written information,

further explanation may be requested

by contacting the school district.

When necessary, the district will

also arrange for an interpreter for

parents with limited English profi-

ciency, or if a parent is deaf or blind

or has no written language, the

school district will arrange for

communication in the mode normally

used by the parent (e.g., sign

language, Braille, or oral communica-

tion).

For more information, contact the

Supervisor of Special Education,

Southern York County School

District, 235-4811, extension 7229.
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Parents of Handicapped

Students

In compliance with state and federal law, the Southern York

County School District will provide each “protected

handicapped student,” without discrimination or cost to the

student or family, those related aides, services, or accommo-

dations which are needed to provide equal opportunity to

participate in and obtain the benefits of the school program

and extracurricular activities to the maximum extent appro-

priate to the student’s abilities.  In order to qualify as a

“protected handicapped student,” the child must be of

school age with a physical or mental disability which

substantially limits or prohibits participation in or access to

an aspect of the school program.

These services and protections for “protected handicapped

students” are distinct from those applicable to all eligible or

exceptional students enrolled (or seeking enrollment) in

special education programs.

For further information on the evaluation procedures and

provisions of services to “protected handicapped stu-

dents,” contact the Supervisor of Special Education, 235-

4811, extension 7229.

Use of Students’ Photos for

Publicity

Throughout the school year, the SouthernYork County

School District may have opportunities to share newswor-

thy information and/or pictures of its students with local

newspapers and throughout various school district

publications or videotaped productions.  In addition, our

school district maintains a web page for use by students,

administrators, teachers, and community members.  At

times, we may wish to share newsworthy information about

our students, using names, photos, and/or student work

(i.e., drawings, poems, creative writings, etc.) on our web

pages.

If the opportunity arises for your child to be part of a news

event or item, we shall assume we have your implied

consent to use his/her name and/or picture, unless you

provide us with prior written notification to the contrary.  If

you prefer that your child’s name and/or identifiable picture

(name printed in caption of a group or individual photo, or

identified in some other manner) or appearance in any

videotaped productions not be used, please send a letter to

your child’s building principal.  The letter should state that

you do not wish your child’s name or identifiable picture be

used in any shcool district publication, news items sent to

the local media, or on the school district’s web page, nor do

you want your child to appear in any videotaped produc-

tions.

Pest Management Notice

The Southern York County School District uses an Inte-

grated Pest Management (IPM) approach for managing

insects, rodents, and weeds.  Our goal is to protect every

student from pesticide exposure by using an IPM approach

to pest management.  Our IPM approach focuses on making

the school building and grounds an unfavorable habitat for

these pests by removing food and water sources and

eliminating their hiding and breeding places.  We accom-

plish this through routine cleaning and maintenance.  We

routinely monitor the school buildings and grounds to

detect any pests that are present.  Pest sightings are

reported to the IPM coordinator who evaluates the problem

and determines the appropriate measures to take.  The

techniques can include increased sanitation, modifying

storage practices, sealing entry points, physically removing

the pest, etc.

From time to time, it may be necessary to use pesticides

registered by the Environmental Protection Agency to

manage a pest problem.  A pesticide is only used when

necessary and is not routinely applied.  Pesticide applica-

tions are made only when unauthorized persons do not

have access to the area(s) being treated.  Notices are posted

in these areas 72 hours prior to application and for two days

following.  All applicators are trained and certified by the

Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture.

Parents or guardians of students enrolled in the school may

request notification of specific pesticide applications made

at the school.  To receive notification, you must be placed

on the School District’s notification registry.  If you would

like to be placed on this registry, please notify the District in

writing.  Please include your e-mail address if you would like

to be notified electronically.

If a pesticide application must be made to control an

emergency pest problem, notice will be provided by

telephone to any parent or guardian who has requested

such notification in writing.  Exemptions to this notification

include disinfectants and antimicrobial products, self-

containerized baits placed in areas not accessible to

students, and gel type baits placed in cracks, crevices, or

voids.

Asbestos Program Notice

In April and October the Asbestos Program Manager

conducts a visual inspection of asbestos-containing

materials in the District buildings.  This enables the

Asbestos Program Manager to take action before these

materials present any risk to our staff and other occupants.

The written report becomes part of the District’s Manage-

ment Plan and is available within 30 days after the examina-

tion, along with the decisions of the School District with

regards to dealing with any unusual circumstances.  You

may inspect our formal plan by making an appointment

through the Asbestos Program Manager’s office.
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School Calendar - October 2005 through January 2006

October 28 ............................................................................................................  Early Dismissal; No Afternoon Kindergarten

November 11 .......................................................................................................................................... Report Card Distribution

November 14 & 15 .................................................................................................................................... Classroom Visitations

November 21 & 22 ..........................................................................................................................Parent/Teacher Conferences

November 22 & 23 ...............................................................................................................Teacher In-service - Schools Closed

November 24, 25, 28 ...................................................................................... Thanksgiving Holiday - Schools & Offices Closed

December 23 through 30 ..................................................................................................... Holiday - Schools & Offices Closed

January 2 ............................................................................................................................................................. Classes Resume

January 16 ...........................................................................................................................Teacher In-service - Schools Closed

January 27 ............................................................................................................................................ Report Card Distribution

For the entire school year calendar, go to our web site at www.syc.k12.pa.us.

Click on the “District” tab, then select “2005-06 Calendar.”

Wal*Mart Honors

Bosley

Miss Chrissie Bosley, Learning

Support Teacher at Susquehannock

High School is a recipient of the

Wal*Mart Teacher of the Year award.

Wal*Mart presented Chrissie with a

$50 certificate and a Wal*Mart

apron.  In addition, Susquehannock

High School received $1,000 from

Wal*Mart.  Chrissie is a 1996

graduate of Susquehannock High

School and a graduate of Ohio Valley

College.

Help

Wanted

Bus Drivers
Contact Ron at Laidlaw Transit

227-0477

Substitute Custodians
Contact Randy Buffington

235-4811, Extension 7281

Substitute Cafeteria

Workers
Contact Bruce Thens

235-4811, Extension 4245


